A Call to Action — Retallers
FOR SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES AND AN END TO HUNGER

Fisheries are vital to food security and employment in many countries around the
world, including many of the poorest. Without sustainable fisheries millions of the
world’s poor will go hungry and lose the chance for a better future.

At a time when world fish stocks are under unprecedented pressure and concerns over
food security are increasing, it is crucial that lawmakers, industry and consumers work
together to ensure that the seafood we sell and eat is caught sustainably.

lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) or ‘pirate’ fishing operations are targeting
developing countries that lack the capacity to address the problem. Pirate fishing
undermines sustainable fisheries management, devastates marine environments and
jeopardises the livelihoods and food security of many of the world’s poorest
communities. An estimated 119 million people are directly dependent on fisheries for
their livelihoods, 97 percent of whom are from developing countries.

In March 2011 the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF) provided evidence linking
pirate fishing in West Africa to European markets, resulting in the seizure of over 1100
tonnes of illegal fish in the Spanish port Las Palmas de Gran Canarias. EJF welcomes the
lead taken by UK industry to improve the transparency of the production chain and
ensure that seafood from illegal and unsustainable sources does not enter UK markets.

Improving the sustainability of fisheries by ending pirate fishing will directly contribute
to the achievement of several of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals,
including: Ending Poverty and Hunger; Environmental Sustainability; Economic
development; Child Health & Maternal Health; Global Partnership.

“We, as commercial stakeholders, pledge to ensure that the seafood we
sell is sustainably sourced. We will encourage positive change in the UK
and internationally to ensure that the seafood market acts as a driving
force for sustainability in marine fisheries and promotes the achievement
of the Millennium Development Goals”.
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PIRATE FISHING is stealing US
$10-23 billion from our oceans

every year. Developing
countries are the worst
affected.

You can prevent pirate fishing
by supporting EJF’s efforts to:

END THE USE OF ‘FLAGS OF
CONVENIENCE’ — which allow
Pirate fishing operators to
hide their illegal activities.

DEVELOP A GLOBAL RECORD,
of fishing vessel information
to bring transparency to the
world’s oceans and the
vessels that fish them.

ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE
WITH EUROPEAN UNION
REGULATIONS to prevent
illegal fishing.

MAINTAIN TRANSPARENT UK
production processes.
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